
The VOMRS Web User Interface 6-1

Chapter 6:   The VOMRS Web User Interface

The client portion of VOMRS is a web user interface (web UI) to a database, 
and as such, the majority of its screens allow you to enter query criteria, select 
output fields and submit your query.  After a query is processed, its result is 
appended to the bottom of the screen.  Some of the screens are informational 
only.  Many of the screens include help text in green.  All the terms used to 
identify database fields and menu options are defined via pop-up help text 
upon mouseover.  Your VO administrator may customize some features of the 
screens, e.g., VO-specific screen headings, via a configuration file.
The sample screens included in this manual come from the development and 
test systems.  They refer to the USCMS VO and display test data. 

6.1  The VOMRS Window Components

At the center top of all screens is the VO-Specific VOMRS service identifier, 
e.g., My VO Registration.   Down the left-hand side is an explorer-style, 
expandable menu of operations the user can perform.  The length and contents 
of this menu varies according to the user’s status and roles in the VO.  At the 
very bottom of the screen, in red, is the user’s DN and CA.  In the main, white 
area of the screen the main content of the screen is displayed.  The content may 
consist of informational text, help text, data entry and/or query fields, and/or 
query results.
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The items on the left-hand menu consist of two clickable portions: the text of 
the menu option, and the plus (+), minus (-) or period (.) sign preceeding it.  
When you click the text, you are brought to the option’s corresponding screen.  
As for the sign in front of it:

• A plus sign (+) indicates that there is a submenu 
for the corresponding menu item; click the plus 
sign to expand it.
• A minus sign (-) indicates that the submenu for 
the corresponding item is expanded; click the 
minus sign to retract it.

• A period (.) indicates that there is no submenu for the corresponding 
menu item.

6.2  Screen Types and their Functions

There are four basic types of screens in the VOMRS web UI:
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• informational
• query-only
• query and edit data
• data entry

In this section we describe the features and functionality that all applicants and 
members will need to understand.  Additional features found in pages that can 
only be accessed by members with administrative roles are deferred to Chapter 
10:  Administrative Query and “Select Attribute” Screens.

6.2.1  Informational Screens

An example of a strictly 
informational page is the 
Welcome page.  The 
menu option 
Registration Home 
points to it.  This page 
describes what the 
service is used for and 
familiarizes new users 
with the process of 
registering with the VO.  
To perform any 
operation, you must 
choose a different option 
from the menu at the left 
of the screen (not shown 
here).

 

 The Required Personal Info screen is 
another example of an informational page 
(for most users, that is).  A member with the 
role of VO administrator (see section 11.2 
VO Administrator) can change information 
in the database via this screen; everyone else 
can only browse it.
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6.2.2  Query-Only Screens

There are screens on which users can query the database to browse 
information, but on which they cannot add, delete or edit any information.  An 
example of this type of screen is Institutions & Sites.
  

If you leave the Institution field left blank and Search on sites checked, you 
are requesting information on all the member institutions that are grid sites.  
Given that all the output fields are selected, the sample results look like the 
following:
 



The VOMRS Web User Interface 6-5

6.2.3  Query-and-Edit Data Screens

A query-and-edit page allows you to do just that: query the database to retrieve 
the information of interest, then edit the information as necessary.  It does not 
allow you to add new database records, you may only change values in existing 
fields.  A commonly used example of this type of page is the Edit Personal 
Info page.
 

In this example we input enough information to uniquely identify an individual 
(a member with no administrative roles can see only his own information, and 
can thus leave the selection criteria blank), accept the default output fields as 
checked, submit the query, and a result like the following displays:
 

Notice that the output fields are editable.  When you’re finished with your 
edits, submit the changes to update the database.
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6.2.4  Data Entry Screens

A data entry page has no querying feature, the only fields that appear are data 
entry fields.  These pages are intended for adding new information to the 
database, not for retrieving records to browse or edit.
The most commonly used data entry page is the Registration page, used for 
submitting an application for VO membership by or on behalf of an individual 
associated with the VO’s project.
 

There is a button for submitting the application (called Click to register), but 
there is no feature for submitting a query.


